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SECRET 


SECURITY INFORMATION 


CHARGE TO 0/SI AWX30RY GROUP OR UJfXDSNTIFJEO FLYING OBJECTS 


I » To review available evidence on unidentified flying objects 
and to consider possible dangers to national security related thereto » 

2. To advise concerning the amount and kind of data necessary 
for a scientific evaluation of these phenomena* 

3° In particular to comment on: 

a. Validity of current CIA evaluation of related 
dangers. 

bo Methodology and scope of current and planned ATIC 
investigation . 

c. Advisability of further meetings of this group Or 
further review of the subject by a larger panel. 
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SECURITY INFORMATION 


CHARGE TO O/SI ADVISORY GROUP OE IflfUJEJfTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 


3 » To review available evidence on unidentified flying objects 
and to consider possible dangers to national security related thereto < 

2. To advise concerning the amount and kind of data necessary 
for a scientific evaluation of these phenomena. 


3° In particular to consent on; 

a. Validity of current CIA evaluation of related 
dangers* 

b. Methodology and scope of current and planned ASIC 
investigation* 

c* Advisability of further meetings of this group or 
further review of the subject by a larger panel. 
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bspckt of the ecamtnc warn, 

OH 

U&ESPRXFXKD VX2HB OBJECTS 


17 Jamuiry 1953 


1. The undersigned Panel of Scientific Ccoeultants has net at 
the request of the Ooveraasot to evaluate eny possible threat to 
national security possd by IMAratlfled Flying Objects ("Flying 
Seuesrs”), eel to ante reecsssendatiou. Tfes Psnel has received 
the evidence as present ed by cognisant Government*! agencies, 
prlasrily the United States Air Force, and has revised a selection 
of the best deecaentsd I n c i de nt s. 

a. As a result of its considerations, tbs Pans! concludes : 

That the evidence presented on Un id ent ified Flying 
Object# sheas no Indication that theas pb s ma a sns constitute 
a direct physical threat to national security. 

Vh firaly believe that there Is ae reeidoun of casts sbieh indi c a tes 
ptaenoaena uhloh are attributable to foreign artifacts capable of 
hostile acts, and that there is no evidsnee that ths pheaoaena 
indicate a need for the revSsioa of c ur r ent scientific concepts. 

3. In tbs light of this conclusion, ths Basel x vccawtds ; 

®h*t the national eecurity agencies take taesdi&te steps 
to strip ths Unidentified Flying Objects of the special status 
they have been given end ths aura of aystary they have 
unfortunately acquired. 
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tfe suggest that this aim nay b« achieved by «a Integrated pro&wa 
designed to rMnan the public of the total lack of evidence of 


inimical force* behind the phenaana*. 


/*/ Lloyd V. Berkanr 
" i«t^^Uw»itl*(i, " '‘3Sc . 


f*/ H. P. 


Ch&lnan 

y Tjg .* »* »» •• .*- ■ i« i p> 


8 . A> Goudcalt 
mn ~Wfojoniiir" Icbcg^toriee 


Lola W. Alvarez 
Univnwrity of Oallferala 


Thorntoa 


Ivereity 
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QtfOJiMAUUj.'t 

Memorandum for file OSI-W/A 21 January 1953 


Meeting of 0SI Advisory Group on UFO 
January 14 thru 17, 1953 


At 0945 on January 14 , 1953, an ad hoc panel of scientific consultants 
was convened to review the "Unidentified Flying Objects" problem. A detailed 
statement of the problem presented to the group by CIA is attached as Appendix 
A. The panel consisted of the following: 

25X1 A 


Dr. J.A. Hynek, consultant to ATIG. 

The following members of the staff of OSI were present for various parts 
of the discussions. 

Dr. H.M. Chadwell 


25X1A 


To assist the scientific panel in its review and analysis of evidence* 
Capt. E. J. Ruppelt of ATIC, Lt. Neasham and Mr. H. Woo of the Navy photo 
interpretation lab at Anacostia^ and Major Fournet and Capt. Smith of Air 
Force Directorate of Intelligence were present. 

„ C - X1 a A f inal report o n the results of the meeting is being prepared for the 

AD/SI but it is believed that the following is a fair statement 

of the conamsion^reached: 

1. No evidence is available to indicate any physical threat to the 
security of the United States. 

2. No evidence is available to indicate the existence or use of any 
as yet unknown (to us) fundamental scientific principles. 

3. The subject "UFO" is not of direct intelligence interest. It is of 
indirect intelligence interest only insofar as any knowledge about the 
inumerable unsolved mysteries of the universe are of intelligence interest. 

4. The subject? "UFO" is of operational interest for three reasons: 

(a) Interference with air defense by intentional enemy jamming or 
by lack of ability on the part of operating personnel to dis- 
criminate between radar anomalies and actual airborne weapons 

(b) Related to (a), interference with air defense by ^overloading 
communication lines from the air defense observation stations. 

(c) Possibility of a psychological offensive by the enemy timei 
with respect to an actual attack could conceivably seriously 
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reduce the defense effort of the general public. 


It is noted that these general conclusions as stated here do not speci- 
fically answer the needs presented in Appendix A. However, it is anticipated 
that comment on these points will be presented in a written statement from 
the scientific panel to AD/SI. 


DBSsgl (typed 12 February 1953) 
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Security Information 

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY PANEL ON 
UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 
14-17 January 1953 


000100030028-9 
TAB A 


MEMBERS 


ORGANIZATION 


Dr. H» P s Robertson (Chairman) California Ins titute 

of Technology 


Dr<> Luis W® Alvaros, 

Dr* Itieyd 7* Berkner 
Dr* Samuel Goudsait 

Dr* Thornton Page 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Dr» Jo Allan Hynak 

Mr* Frederick C* Durant 


University of 
California 

Associated Univer- 
sities 0 Ino 0 

Brookhavon National 
laboratories 


Office of Research 
Operations , Johns 
Hopkins University 


Ohio State Univer- 
sity 

Arthur D. Little, 
Inc 9 


FIELD OF COMPETENCY 

Physics, weapons 
systems 

Physics, radar 


Geophysics 


Atomic structure, 
statistical 
problems 

Astronomy, Astro- 
physics 


Astronomy 


Rockets, guided 
missiles 


Brig. Gen. W i ll i am M® Garland Coemanding General, 

ATIC 


Dr. Ho Marshall Chadwell 


Mr. Ralph L. Clark 


Assistant Director, 
0/SX, CIA 


Scientific and 
technical intelli- 
gence 

Scientific and 
technical intelli- 
gence 


Deputy Assistant Scientific and 

Director, 0/SI, CIA technical intelli- 
gence 
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TAB A 


mmmmjssm&L 

Philip G„ Strong 


mmmm 

Chief, Operations 
Staff, 0/SI, CIA 


nmLSLssimmi 

Scientific and 
technical intelli- 
gence 



Stephan T« Poamsty 


Capto B&iard J„ Rappelt, tJSAF 


Acting Chief, Special 
Study droop. D/I 
USA? 


Scientific and 
technical Int elll. 
goose 


Chief, Aerial Phancrasea Scientific end 
Bna»h, AT2C, «SAT technical intelli- 
gence 


£aw®y Foenaet, It 0 


The Sthyl Corporation Aero Hng 0 


2ito Ro S a Heo ehaiOj ! TTS2? 


USH ^hot® xnterpreta* Photo Interpretation 
tlcm Ljsbsratcry, 

Aasoostia 


Mpo Barry W®«. 


I® Shots Interpret®** Photo interpretation 
tion laboratory, 

Aaaeeetia 
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TAB B 


14 • 17 January 1953 



7TD5NCE PRESENTED 

l a Seventy-five case histories of sightings 1951 * 1952 (selected by 
ATIC as those best documented). 

2, ATIC Status and Progress Reports of Project GRBUGE and Project 
BUTE BOOK (code names for AT IS study of subject) • 

3* Progress Reports of Project STORK (code name for Battelle Manorial 
Institute contract work supporting ATIC) a 

4« SuEEsary Report of Sighting3 at Ho l lo m an Air Farce Be.se, New Mexico. 

5® Report of USAF Research Center, Cambridge, Mass*, Investigation Of 
"Green Fireball" Phenomena (Project TWINKLE)# 

6# Ou tlin e of Investigation of U.F 9 0.«s Proposed by Klrtlond Air Force 
Base (Project POUNCE) • 

7# Motion Picture Films of sightings at Tremonton, Utah, 2 July 1952 
and Great Falls, Montana, August 1950. 

8 . Stmaary Report of 89 selected cases of sightings of various 
categories (Formations, Blinking Lights, Hovering, etc.) # 

9o Draft of manual* "How to Make a FLYOBRPT", prepared at ATIC. 

I0 e Chart Showing Plot of Geographic Location of Unexplained Sightings 
in the United States during 1952. 

11# Chart Showing Balloon Launching Sites in the United States# 

12. Charts Showing Selected Actual Balloon Flight Paths and Relation 
to Reported Sightings# 

13. Charts Showing Frequency of Reports of Sightings, 1948 - 1952# 

14# ChsrtB Showing Categories of Explanations of Sightings. 

15 a Kodachrome Transparencies of Polyethylene Film Balloons in Bright 
Sunlight Showing High Reflectivity# 
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16. Motion picture of seagulls in bright sunlight showing high reflectivity. 

17« Intelligence Reports Relating to U e S.S e R 0 Interest In U. S. Sightings. 

18. Samples of Official USAF Reporting Fomas and Copies of Pertinent 
Mr Serco, Amy and Navy Orders Relating to Subject, 

19 3 ^ lQ Polyethylene "Ullow" Balloon (54 inches square). 

** ^To£^Tc7%°^ SLf wl “ 

21 * SSS^jSSS? lBttar0 »* *"*■■ r.port. 

220 ?® p ^®J 4 P 0 I wlar uorka dealing with subject (articles 

in periodicals* newspaper clippings and books) . 
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of tm sammFic ?m j 7 7953 

®lDEi c ni' ! IED FLYJ13 OBJECTS 


le Pursuant to the request of the Assistant Director for Scientific 
Intelliscnce, the undersigned Panel of Scientific Ccasultants has mat to 

evaluate any possible threat to national security posed by Unidentified 
lying Objects (•’Flying Saucers*), and to sake reecmendaticns thereoa. 

©is Panel ims received the evidence as presented by cognisant iatelll- 
«s«ei*s, primarily the Mr ®sclmical Intelligence Center, and has 
reviewed a selection of the best docramted incidents. 

S ‘ ** & res ~ lt of considerations, the Panel con cludes : 

a„ Shat the evidence presented on ^identified Flying 
Object* shows no indication that these phenomena constitute 
a direct physical threat to national security. 

*e firmly believe that there is so residuum of cases which indicates 
pfeenoa»na which are attributable to foreign artifacts capable of hostile 
ae-ss, end that- there la no evidence that the phenomena indicate a. used 
fov fehe x&rtetaa of current scientific concepts. 

3 » ®ae Panel further c onclude s : 

a= Slat the continued emphasis on the reporting of 
these phenomena does, in these parlous timss, result in a 
threat to the orderly functioning of the protective organs 
of the body politic. 

cite as examples the clogging of channels of ccssmunicaticn by ineiavont 
reports, the danger of being led by continued false alarms to ignore real. 

SECRET 
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indications of hostile action, and the cultivation of a morbid national 
psychology in which skillful hostile propaganda could induce hysterical 
behavior and harmful distrust of duly constituted authority. 

4. In order most effectively to strengthen the national facilities 
for the timely recognition and the appropriate handling of true indications 
of hostile action, and to minimise the coaccsaitant dangers alluded to 
above, the Panel recoaHeands : 

a. That the national security agencies take immediate steps 
to strip the Unidentified Flying Objects of the special status they 
have been given and the aura of mystery they have unfortunately 

acquired; 

b» That the national security agencies Institute policies 

on intelligence, training, and public education designed to prepare 

the as serial defenses and the morale of the country to recognise 

most; promptly and to react most effectively to true indications 

* 

of hostile intent or action. 

Me suggest that these aims may be achieved by an integrated program 
designed to reassure the public of the total, lack of evidence of inimical 
forces behind the phenomena, to train personnel to recognize and reject 
false indications quickly and effectively, and to strengthen regular 
channels for the evaluation of and prompt reaction to true indications 
of hostile measures. . 

/s/ Lloyd V. Berkner 

/«/ s. F. Rob&rtaon Chalr»m Aseoelat * d «nl«rsiU M , Inc. 

Caiifor^a^Inetltu^^of^TechnQiogy /a/ S. A. Goudsmlt 


/b/ Luis W. Alvarez 
'k i vers ity^of CalifOTnia' 


Brookhaven National Laboratories 

/a/ Tho rnton Page 
Johns HopHHTUnfeiitT" 
SECRET 
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POSSIBLE EXPLANATlgp 

A. Hysteria, hallucinations, hoaxe^jfttc. (Psychological) 


B. Misidentifications of conventional objects: 


Xj 


X L Aircraft, missiles, searchlight reflections, etc. (man-made, 
controlled) 


x>2. Balloons, kites, etc. (man-made, uncontrolled) 

X X3. Birds, bugs, etc. (animal) 

> 4. Dust, seeds (e.g. dandelion), paper, etc. (foreign matter) 

C. Natural Phenomena: 

k 7 1. Light at er rations, reflections, refractions, etc. 

* 'l 2. Anomalous radar propagation. 

A ' 3. Ionisation, static electricity, bail lighting, etc. 

4. Planets, meteors and other astronomical bodies. 


v 


5. Others. 
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